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Introduction  and  Objective 

The  identification  and  priori tization  of  commonly  needed  materials  along  with 
supporting  research  needs  is  a  major  concern  of  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  (APH).  The  first  formal  meeting  sponsored  by  APH  to  investigate  the 
specific  material  and  research  needs  of  agencies  involved  in  rehabilitation 
programs  for  the  blind  was  held  October  8-9,  1981  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
Through  the  vehicle  of  the  "Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,"  the 
purpose  of  this  initial  meeting  was  to  determine  those  needs  specific  to 
rehabilitation  programs  that  currently  were  not  being  met  either  by  commercial 
producers  or  with  materials  easily  made  in  the  classroom  by  teachers. 

With  recommendations  from  members  of  APH  administrative  committees,  11  par¬ 
ticipants  were  selected  by  APH  staff  to  include  a  representati ve  sampling  of 
administrators  and  instructors  expert  in  rehabilitation  of  the  visually  handi¬ 
capped.  Nine  of  those  11  invited  were  able  to  attend  and  2  of  the  meeting 
participants  were  blind. 

Initial  Results 

Material  needs  were  explored  in  general  sessions  where  participants  individu¬ 
ally  described  their  programs  and  presented  their  particular  needs  for  client/ 
student  training  materials.  When  the  group  had  determined  through  discussion 
that  recommended  materials  were  neither  commercially  available,  already  offered 
by  APH,  easily  teacher-made,  or  comprising  a  service  or  service  network  inap¬ 
propriate  for  APH  to  pursue,  a  list  of  nearly  80  items  emerged.  These  items 
were  categorized  under  four  headings:  (a)  communication  skills  materials  in 
braille  and  large  print;  (b)  mathematics/computer  materials;  (c)  materials  for 
daily  living;  and  (d)  other  needed  materials. 

Additionally,  it  was  the  consensus  of  the  group  that  the  preliminary  needs 
list  be  further  expanded  with  input  from  the  instructional  staffs  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  agencies  represented.  Consequently,  the  preliminary  list  of  needs  was 
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circulated  among  the  staffs  of  agency  participants  and  returned  to  APH  for  com¬ 
pilation  of  additional  needs  items  by  December,  1981.  At  that  time  the  needs 
list  was  expanded  to  include  over  100  items  and  revised  into  a  format  that  per¬ 
mitted  prioritization  of  all  items.  This  revised  list  was  circulated  again  to 
participating  agency  representati ves  for  their  assignment  of  priority  ratings. 

The  needs  assesment  instrument  with  directions  for  assigning  priority  rankings 
appears  in  Appendix  A. 

Findings 

By  February,  1982  all  rating  forms  had  been  returned  to  APH  by  the  9  meeting 
participants.  In  addition  to  his  own  responses,  Roy  J.  Ward,  Deputy  Commissioner 
for  Special  Services  in  the  Virginia  State  Department  for  the  Visually  Handi¬ 
capped,  provided  a  summary  of  responses  to  the  needs  survey  developed  among  his 
agency's  Rehabilitation  Teaching  Field  Services  and  Low  Vision  Services  units, 
thus  bringing  the  total  number  of  completed  questionnaires  to  be  considered 
to  10. 

As  responses  to  each  needs  item  were  analyzed,  a  mode,  mean,  and  standard 
deviation  of  the  rankings  were  generated  and  are  included  in  Appendix  B.  In 
Appendix  A,  items  scoring  a  mean  of  4.5  or  greater  and  a  mode  of  5  are  noted 
with  double  asterisks  (**).  Items  with  a  mean  score  of  4.0  to  4.4  and  a  mode 
of  5  are  noted  by  a  single  asterisk  (*).  Three  items  fell  into  the  first 
category  and  11  into  the  second.  In  addition,  6  items  had  mean  scores  from 
4.0  to  4.2,  but  the  modes  were  either  4  or  bimodal  among  scores  of  5  and  3 
and/or  4.  This  total  of  20  needs  is  ranked  in  Appendix  C  in  order  of 
decreasing  priority. 


Appendix  A 


(ipt* 

Rehabilitation  Needs  for  Materials 


American 
Printing  House 
For  The  Blind 
Incorporated 

1839  Frankfort  Avenue 
Mailing  Address. 

P  0  Box  6085 
Louisville.  Kentucky  40206 


502  895*2405 
TWX  810  535*3449 


Please  rate  each  need  listed  on  the  attached 
pages  according  to  the  following  scale: 

5  critical  need  for  product 
4  considerable  need  for  product 


Carson  Y.  Nolan,  Ph  D. 
President 


Joseph  8  Woodlief 
Chairman  of  the  Board 

John  W  Barr,  III 
Treasurer 

Board  of  Trustees 

John  W  Barr  III 
Watson  B.  Dabney 
Finis  E  Davis 
Marion  S  Webb.  Jr 
James  S  Welch 
Joseph  B  Woodlief 


3  moderate  need  for  product 
2  some  need  for  product 
1  little  need  for  product 
X  insufficient  knowledge  to  rate 


Forms  should  be  returned  in  the  enclosed 


Members  Ex  Officio 


self-addressed  envelope  no  later  than 


Superintendents  of 
Public  Institutions  for 
Education  of  Blind  and 
Chief  Officers  of  State 
Departments  of 
Education 


FEBRUARY  1,  1982. 


name 


date 


Rehabilitation  Needs  Areas 


Communi cati ons 

A.  Braille  Training  Materials 

_ 1.  Jumbo  braille 

_ 2.  Flash  cards 

_ 3.  Games,  cards 

_ 4.  Recorded  practice  materials  (self-instructional) 

_ 5.  Remedial  primer 

_ 6.  Primer  in  Spanish 

*  7 .  Practice  materi al s--adul t  oriented 
Format  considerations: 

*  a.  worksheet/exercise 

*  b .  adult  oriented 
_ c.  self-instructional 

_ 8.  Training  materials  for  olavinq  card  symbols 

_ 9  •  Evaluation  instrument  for  determining  braille  reading  readiness  in  adults 

_ 10. 

_ 11. 

_ 12. 

B.  Braille  Writing  Training  Materials 

_ 1.  Readiness  program  for  slate 

_ 2.  Exercise  book  for  slate  and  brailler  writing 

_ 3. 

_ 4. 

_ 5. 

C.  Braille  Tools 

_ 1.  One- line  labelling  slate 
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C.  Brai lie  Tools  (cont. ) 

_ 2.  Four-line  aluminum  jumbo  slate 

_ 3.  Four- line  slate  to  accomodate  paper  and  Dymo  tape 

_ 4.  Plastic  slate  similar  to  Jiffy  Slate  (Howe  Press)  for  note  taking 

_ 5.  Refine  Swail  Dot  Inverter 

_ 6.  Peg  board  with  several  cells 

_ 7.  Mini -brai lie  slate  for  labelling 

_ 8. 

_ 9. 

_ 10. 

D.  Brai 1 le  Materials 

_ 1.  High  interest-low  vocabulary 

_ 2.  High  interest-low  vocabulary  (enlarged  braille) 

_ 3.  Card  catalogs  for  recipes 

_ 4.  Cookbooks 

_ a.  Grade  I,  jumbo  braille  for  older  blind 

_ b. 

_ 5.  Occupational  and  career  information 

_ 6.  Computer  codebook  (American  Standard  Code  for  .Information  Xnterchange) 

Format  considerations: 

_ a.  chart  form 

_ b.  some  in  Grade  I 

_ c. 

*  7.  Survival  skills  for  an  adult  (i.e.  high  interest-low  vocabulary) 

_ 8. 

_ 9. 

10. 
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E.  Low  Vision  Materials 

**  1.  Training  materials  with  varied  formats  for  low  vision  aids  (e.g.,  CCTV, 
magnification  aids,  etc.) 

_ 2.  Very,  very  large  type  (100  pt.)  materials  (e.g.,  daily  living  materials) 

_ 3.  Cookbooks 

_ 4.  More  adult  oriented  fiction  and  nonfiction  in  large  type 

_ 5.  More  adult  oriented  fiction  and  nonfiction  in  Spanish  and  varying  type 

si  zes 

_ 6.  Adjustable,  desk-top  reading  stand  with  light 

*  7.  Large  print  materials  on  diabetic  diet,  foot  care,  etc. 

_ 8.  Large  print  information  on  medication 

_ 9.  Client  oriented  manual  describing  LV  terms,  usage,  specialists, 

resources,  etc. 

_ 10. 

_ 11. 

_ 12. 

Mathemati cs 

A.  Mathematics  Training  Materials 

_ 1.  Abacus  instruction  (e.g.,  Abacus  by  Touch  by  Curtis  McKee) 

_ 2.  Short  arithmetic  units  suitable  for  G.E.D.  preparation  (e.g.,  fractions) 

_ 3.  APH  calculator  manuals  reorganized  and  recorded 

_ 4.  Algebra  materials  for  cal cul ator/computer  preparation 

_ 5.  Recorded,  tone  indexed  math  program 

_ 6.  Adapt  series  for  illiterate  adults  (e.g.,  Laubach,  Steck-Vaughn ) 

_ 7-  More  legible  symbols  for  +,  -,  X,  and  -  on  APH  Talking  Calculator 

_ 8. 

_ 9. 

_ 10. 

B.  Computer  Materials 

_ 1.  Software  adapted  for  adults  (generic) 


B.  Computer  Materials  (cont.) 
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2. 

Traini ng 

materi  al  s 

for 

3. 

Traini ng 

materials 

for 

4. 

Traini ng 

materi als 

for 

5. 

Traini ng 

materi als 

for 

6. 

Traini ng 

materials 

for 

7. 

Training 

materials 

for 

8. 

Traini ng 

materi als 

for 

9. 

10. 

11. 

basic  orientation 
data  entry 

the  computer  operator 
the  computer  programmer 
computer  maintenance 

personal  management  applications  of  the  computer 
hobby  applications  of  the  computer 


III.  Daily  Living  Materials 

A.  Daily  Living/Personal  Management 

_ 1.  Training  materials  to  match  APH  clockface  symbols  to  watches 

_ 2.  Color  charts  and  identification  systems  related  to  textiles 

_ 3.  Tags  for  embossing 

_ 4.  Embossed,  large  type  clothing  tags 

_ 5.  Sewing  aids 

_ 6.  Telephone  dial  faceplates  with  large  print  numbers 

_ 7.  Recorded  self-instructional  units,  e.g.: 


a. 

time- tel  1 ing 

b. 

counting  money 

c. 

survival  skills 

d. 

house-keeping  skills 

e. 

chi  1 d-care 

f. 

first  aid  and  safety 

g. 

physical  exercise 

h . 

i . 
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A.  Daily  Living/Personal  Management  (cont.) 

*  8.  Personal  management/record  keeping  kit 

_ _ 9.  Training  materials  in  work-study  skills 

_ 10.  Instructional  materials  for  low  functioning  adults  (e.g.,  survival  skills. 

_ 11.  Recorded  vocally-indexed  cookbooks 

_ 12.  Color-coded  measuring  cups  and  spoons 

**  13.  Jumbo  braille  color  tags  for  clothing 

_ 14.  Color  tags  for  light,  dark,  and  earth  tones  in  clothing 

_ 15.  Home  repairs  guide 

_ 16.  Gardening  and  houseplant  guide 

_ 17. 

_ 18. 

_ 19. 

B.  Aids  and  Appliance  Adaptations 

_ 1.  Training  materials  for  the  use  of  specific  aids  and  appliances 

*  2.  Audio  and/or  tactile  adapters  for  instruments  and  tools  with  print 

guages  or  meters 

_ 3.  Portable  flexible  disc  player 

_ 4.  Electronic  device  to  distinguish  money 

_ 5.  Labelling  aids 

_ 6.  Developing  or  including  a  good  telephone  pick-up  for  APH  cassette 

player 

_ 7.  Simplified,  pocket-size  talking  clock 

_ 8.  Floor  model  of  APH  Variable  Intensity  Study  Lamp 

_ 9.  Handwriting  guide  for  braille  users 

# 

_ 10. 

_ 11. 

12. 
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C.  Occupational  and  Career  Education  Materials 
_ 1.  Work  sample  materials 

_ 2.  Evaluation  materials  including  experiential  (behavioral)  or  educational 

_ 3.  Vocational  counseling  materials  similar  to  MO  IS  (sample  enclosed, 

courtesy  Paul  Glatz,  Michigan  Rehabilitation  Center  for  the  Blind) 

_ 4.  Resource  material  similar  to  CI-TAB  on  adult  level 

_ 5.  Prevocational  skill  development  materials  in  reading,  writing,  math,  etc. 

_ 6.  Work-study  ski  1 1 s--recorded  (i.e.,  organizational  skills) 

_ 7.  Work  study  ski  1 1 s--wri tten  (i.e.,  organizational  skills) 

*  8.  Career  information  kit  (e.g.,  SRA) 

**  9.  Vocational  resource  materials  specifically  for  the  totally  blind 

_ 10. 

_ 11. 

_ 12. 

D.  Orientation  and  Mobility 

_ 1.  Adult-oriented  kit  (e.g.,  expanded  Chang) 

_ 2.  Training  compass 

_ 3.  Good  telescoping  or  folding  cane 

_ 4.  Training  device  for  90°  turns 

_ 5.  Self-instructional  client  manual  on  0  &  M  recorded  or  in  print 

_ 6. 

_ 7. 

_ 8. 

E.  Recreation  Materials 

*  1.  Jumbo  braille  playing  cards  with  durable  braille 
_ 2.  Very,  very  large  type  playing  cards 

_ 3.  Large  type  crossword  puzzle  books 

_ 4.  Transparent  overlays  for  games 
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E.  Recreation  Materials  (cont.) 

*  5.  Adult  recreation  materials  for  residential  facilities 

_ 6.  Arts  and  crafts  ki t/curri cul urn  gui de--compi 1 ation  of  adaptive  techniques 

in  a  teacher's  guide  with  client-use  materials 

_ 7.  Adapted  Rubik's  Cube 

_ 8.  Large  print  Bingo  cards 

_ 9.  Introduction  to  hobbies 

_ 10.  Amateur  radio  study  guides 

_ 11. 

_ 12. 

_ 13. 

IV.  Other  Needed  Materials 

_ M.  Comprehensive  sensory  evaluation  materials 

_ 2.  Medical  aids 

_ 3.  Inexpensive  human  models 

_ 4.  Tone-indexed  program  in  spelling  (e.g.,  reference  speller) 

_ 5.  Adult  oriented  program  in  human  sexuality 

_ 6.  Alternate  tactile  systems  (e.g.,  Fishburne) 

_ 7.  Large  print  personal  phone  directory 

_ 8.  Annotated  listing  of  materials  related  to  rehabilitation  agencies 

_ 9-  Audible  meters  for  m.D.h.  and  pulse  readings 

_ 10.  Handwriting  materials  for  blind  and  partially  sighted 

_ 11.  Materials  for  training  listening  skills 

_ 12. 

_ 13. 

14. 


Appendix  B 


Rehabilitation  Needs  for  Materials 


Overall  Item  Ratings  by 
Mode,  Mean,  and  Standard  Deviation 


Category 

Item 

Mode(s) 

Mean 

S.D. 

I.  A.. 

1 

2  &  5 

3.2 

1.48 

2 

2 

2.5 

1.58 

3 

1 

2.7 

1.57 

4 

3 

3.6 

.97 

5 

1  &  5 

3.1 

1.76 

6 

1  &  2 

2.4 

1.69 

7 

5 

4.1 

1.17 

7a 

5 

4.1 

1.27 

7b 

5 

4.3 

1.06 

7c 

5 

3.8 

1.23 

8 

1  &  5 

3.1 

1.73 

9 

4 

3.6 

1.51 

I.  B. 

1 

4 

3.2 

1.48 

2 

3  &  5 

3.7 

1.34 

I.  C. 

1 

4  &  5 

4.0 

1.25 

2 

4 

3.7 

1.16 

3 

4 

3.6 

.84 

4 

1 

2.1 

1.29 

5 

1,  2,  &  5 

2.8 

1.75 

6 

3  &  5 

3.3 

1.42 

I.  D. 

1 

4 

3.3 

1.22 

2 

4 

3.3 

1.49 

3 

3 

3.1 

1.29 

n_ 

10 

10 

10 

10 

9 

8 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

9 

10 

10 
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Overall  Item  Ratings  by 
Mode,  Mean,  and  Standard  Deviation 
(conti nued) 


Category 

Item 

Mode(s) 

Mean 

S.D. 

I.  D. 

4 

3  &  4 

3.6 

1.24 

4a 

3  &  5 

3.4 

1.51 

5 

2,  4,  &  5 

3.4 

1.51 

6 

2,  3,  &  4 

3.0 

1.31 

6a 

3  &  4 

3.5 

1.05 

6b 

None 

3.0 

1.58 

7 

5 

4.2 

1.03 

I.  E. 

1 

5 

4.6 

.88 

2 

3 

3.9 

.99 

3 

4 

4.0 

.82 

4 

4 

3.6 

.84 

5 

2 

2.6 

1.60 

6 

2,  3,  &  4 

3.2 

1.03 

7 

5 

4.3 

LO 

cr> 

8 

4 

3.9 

.99 

9 

5 

3.4 

1.59 

II.  A. 

1 

3 

3.0 

1.41 

2 

4 

3.7 

.95 

3 

4 

3.2 

1.48 

4 

1  &  4 

2.8 

1.56 

5 

3 

3.2 

1.32 

6 

4 

3.6 

1.33 

7 

3 

2.1 

.99 

II.  B. 

1 

4 

3.4 

1.72 

ji 

9 

8 

10 

8 

6 

5 

10 

9 

10 

10 

10 

8 

10 

10 

10 

9 

10 

10 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 
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Overall  Item  Ratings  by 
Mode,  Mean,  and  Standard  Deviation 
(continued) 
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Category 

Item 

Mode( s ) 

Mean 

S.D. 

n_ 

II.  B. 

2 

4  &  5 

3.9 

1.05 

9 

3 

4  &  5 

3.8 

1.20 

9 

4 

4  &  5 

3.9 

1.05 

9 

5 

4 

3.4 

1.33 

9 

6 

3 

3.3 

1.32 

9 

7 

4 

3.6 

00 

CO 

9 

8 

3 

3.4 

CO 

00 

9 

III.  A. 

1 

1  &  3 

2.7 

1.42 

10 

2 

4 

3.1 

1.05 

9 

3 

3 

3.7 

1.06 

10 

4 

3 

3.6 

1.26 

10 

5 

4 

3.6 

1.13 

9 

6 

4 

3.5 

1.27 

10 

7 

4 

3.9 

.99 

8 

7a 

4 

3.8 

.92 

10 

7b 

4 

3.9 

.99 

10 

7c 

4 

4.2 

.63 

10 

7d 

4 

4.1 

OD 

9 

7e 

4 

3.9 

1.27 

9 

7f 

4  &  5 

4.1 

.99 

10 

7g 

4 

3.7 

1.34 

10 

8 

5 

4.1 

1.10 

10 

9 

3 

3.9 

.88 

10 

10 

3  &  5 

4.1 

.99 

10 

Overall  Item  Ratings  by 
Mode,  Mean,  and  Standard  Deviation 
(continued) 
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Category 

Item 

Mode(s) 

Mean 

S.D. 

III.  A. 

11 

3 

3.7 

1.06 

10 

12 

None 

3.0 

1.49 

10 

13 

5 

4.5 

.85 

10 

14 

5 

3.9 

1.37 

10 

15 

3 

3.0 

1.41 

10 

16 

1  &  3 

2.8 

1.55 

10 

III.  B. 

1 

3 

3.4 

.88 

9 

2 

5 

4.1 

1.29 

10 

3 

3 

3.2 

1.40 

10 

4 

2  &  3 

2.4 

1.24 

9 

5 

5 

3.8 

1.32 

10 

6 

4’ 

3.3 

1.16 

10 

7 

2  &  3 

2.9 

1.20 

10 

8 

3 

3.7 

1.12 

9 

9 

5 

3.1 

1.60 

10 

III.  C. 

1 

5 

3.8 

1.40 

10 

2 

3  &  4 

3.7 

1.00 

9 

3 

4 

3.8 

.89 

8 

4 

4 

3.9 

.99 

8 

5 

4 

3.8 

1.23 

10 

6 

3  &  4 

3.8 

.79 

10 

7 

4 

3.7 

.95 

10 

8 

5 

4.2 

1.03 

10 

9 

5 

4.7 

CO 

10 

Overall  Item  Ratings  by 
Mode,  Mean,  and  Standard  Deviation 
(continued) 


5 


Category 

Item 

Mode(s) 

Mean 

S.D. 

n_ 

III.  D. 

1 

2  &  3 

3.1 

1.05 

9 

2 

3 

2.7 

.95 

10 

3 

1  &  3 

2.7 

1.42 

10 

4 

3 

3.2 

1.03 

10 

III.  E. 

1 

5 

4.2 

.92 

10 

2 

5 

3.8 

1.48 

10 

3 

5 

3.6 

1.51 

10 

4 

5 

3.6 

1.62 

9 

5 

5 

4.1 

1.05 

9 

6 

1  &  3 

2.8 

1.55 

10 

7 

3  &  5 

3.8 

1.14 

10 

8 

5 

3.9 

1.27 

9 

9 

4 

2.7 

1.38 

8 

IV. 

1 

5 

4.0 

1.22 

9 

2 

3  &  4 

3.6 

1.24 

9 

3 

4 

3.7 

.95 

10 

4 

5 

3.9 

1.10 

10 

5 

3 

2.7 

1.34 

10 

6 

4 

3.5 

1.18 

10 

7 

3 

3.1 

1.36 

9 

8 

3 

2.8 

1.20 

9 

9 

5 

3.3 

1.70 

10 

10 

5 

3.8 

1.40 

10 

Appendix  C 


Rehabilitation  Needs  for  Materials 
Ranked  According  to  Decreasing  Priority 


Rank 

Item 

Descri  ption 

Y** 

III .C. , 

No. 

9 

Vocational  resource  materials  specifically  for  the 
totally  blind 

2** 

I.E., 

No. 

1 

Training  materials  with  varied  formats  for  low 
vision  aids  (e.g.,  CCTV,  magnification  aids,  etc.) 

3** 

III .A. , 

No. 

13 

Jumbo  braille  color  tags  for  clothing 

4* 

I.E., 

No. 

7 

Large  print  materials  on  diabetic  diet,  foot  care, 
etc. 

5* 

I. A.  , 

No. 

7b 

Adult  oriented  braille  training  practice  materials 

6* 

III .  E .  , 

No. 

1 

Jumbo  braille  playing  cards  with  durable  braille 

7-8* 

III .C. , 

No. 

8 

Career  information  kit  (e.g.,  SRA) 

7-8* 

I.D. , 

No. 

7 

Survival  skills  for  an  adult  (i.e.,  high  interest- 
low  vocabulary) 

9* 

III .E. , 

No. 

5 

Adult  recreation  materials  for  residential  facilities 

10* 

III .A. , 

No. 

8 

Personal  management/record  keeping  kit 

11* 

I. A. , 

No. 

7 

Braille  training  practice  materials  (adult  oriented) 

12* 

I. A.  , 

No. 

7a 

Braille  training  worksheet/exercise  practice 
materials  (adult  oriented) 

13* 

III  .B. , 

No. 

2 

Audio  and/or  tactile  adapters  for  instruments  and 
tools  with  print  guages  or  meters 

14* 

IV.  , 

No. 

1 

Comprehensive  sensory  evaluation  materials 

15 

III. A. , 

No. 

7c 

Survival  skills  (recorded,  self-instructional) 

16 

III. A. , 

No. 

7f 

First  aid  and  safety  (recorded,  self-instructional) 

17 

III. A. , 

No. 

7d 

House-keeping  skills  (recorded,  self-instructional) 

18 

III. A. , 

No. 

10 

Instructional  materials  for  low  functioning  adults 
(e.g.  ,  survival  skills) 

19 

I.C. , 

No. 

1 

One- line  labelling  slate 

20 

I.E.  , 

No. 

3 

Cookbooks  (low  vision  materials) 

